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Weekly News Update
19 – 26 February, 2007

News

Australia to Change Lightbulbs to Curb Warming 
Australia will be the world's first country to ban incandescent lightbulbs in a bid to curb Greenhouse gas emissions, with the government saying on Tuesday they would be phased out within three years. Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull said yellow incandescent bulbs, which have been in use virtually unchanged for 125 years, would be replaced by more efficient compact fluorescent bulbs by 2009. 
Not-so-green magazines
Some glossies cover the environment, but cover up their own practices.
The New Yorker won awards for its stories about climate change and Vanity Fair publishes a "green" issue, but just try to find parent company Conde Nast's environmental policy. You can't.
Are clean fuels finally coming of age? By Daniel Kammen
The year 2007 may well go down in history as the year we finally began to act seriously and collectively to address global warming. I say "collectively" intentionally, and for a specific reason. We have already seen a number of nations – the entire European Union, all of Scandinavia, Japan and a significant number of individual states in the US – commit to varying degrees of climate legislation and targets that could, if they become universal, finally put us on a path to address global warming.
Huge Polar Study About to Begin
The largest polar research programme for 50 years gets under way this week. 
International Polar Year (IPY) will see thousands of scientists, from more than 60 nations, working together on 220 projects at high latitudes. 

Sustainable Resource Management

Report: Integrating Mining and Biodiversity Conservation
Case studies from around the world
Another large offshore wind farm gets UK go-ahead
The British government has given its consent for the construction of the 500 MW Greater Gabbard offshore wind farm, off the east coast of England. It is the third of the UK's large Round 2 offshore projects to get consent.
Abu Dhabi building largest solar electric power plant
The Emirate of Abu Dhabi is due to build a 500 MW solar power plant, according to a recent report by Al-Jazeera. If completed it could be one of the largest solar electric power plants in the world.


Biofuel to power Indonesia's anti-poverty drive
Indonesia is embarking on an ambitious biofuel programme which has already attracted more than 17 billion dollars in foreign and domestic investment and criticism from conservationists worried about the country's forests.

'Waste membrane' could help crops conserve water
Scientists have developed a sponge-like membrane that enables plant roots to retain more water and regulate soil temperature - which could help agriculture in parched lands.

USDA Farm Bill Proposal Takes Bullish Approach to Market-Based Conservation 

The USDA's new Farm Bill includes a provision for market-based payments that would set up national institutional infrastructure for environmental payments. While still a long ways off, this could dramatically change the landscape for all those involved in land conservation in the US.

England Looks to End Hostilities Between Developers and Snail-savers 
Recent dissatisfaction with species relocation as a means of dealing with development impacts has encouraged at least some to consider mitigation banking in the UK. 

Organic farming 'no better for the environment'
Organic food may be no better for the environment than conventional produce and in some cases is contributing more to global warming than intensive agriculture, according to a government report.
U.S. farm official sees African farmers benefiting from biofuels
Growing demand for clean fuels distilled from plants will likely revolutionize agriculture in both rich and poor countries, a top U.S. agriculture official said Monday.
Is Biodiversity The Future Of Farming?
If we can design complex farming systems that are less energy intensive, more resilient in unstable climates, and that begin to out-produce industrial monocultures, the economic advantages may be an incentive to change, says author Fred Kirschenmann, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, in the March-April 2007 issue of Agronomy Journal.

As U.S. companies plan new coal power plants, experts debate best way to make them cleaner.
A new study concludes in a draft version that it is not clear which technology — the so-called integrated gasification combined cycle or pulverized coal — would allow for the easiest carbon capture, because so much engineering work remains to be done
Climate Change
Ecologist Interview with Sir David King
Jon Hughes talks to Sir David King, the Government's Chief Scientist and the man who in 2002 said that 'climate change is a greater threat to civilisation than terrorism'. 
Consultation on carbon-storage risks to be launched
The Commission is launching an online public consultation on potential risks, particularly environmental, from new technology allowing CO2 emissions from power plants to be stored underground.
Andrew Pendleton, from Christian Aid, on the UK's hidden carbon dioxide emissions Christian Aid this week released a report showing that, if account is taken of the UK's overseas investments, the country is responsible for as much as. 
Climate campaign targets offsets
Climate campaigners occupy one of Britain's leading carbon managment companies in a protest about offsetting.

EU Backs Bold Climate Change Goals 
- European Union ministers backed ambitious targets on Tuesday to cut greenhouse gas emissions and started the touchy process of determining which states should carry the heaviest burden to combat climate change. 

Schools create C02 reduction post
North Yorkshire County Council appoints the UK's first schools' carbon reduction officer.

Humans' beef with livestock: a warmer planet 
As Congress begins to tackle the causes and cures of global warming, the action focuses on gas-guzzling vehicles and coal-fired power plants, not on lowly bovines. 

Peru may lose glaciers by 2015 
Peru's glaciers are melting at an increasing rate due to global warming, say scientists, who warn that by 2015 almost all of its glaciers will have disappeared. 

 
South Africa launches trading scheme
South Africa has recently launched a new green trading scheme to help it cut its greenhouse gas emissions, as discussed in this BBC report.

 

Disclose all emissions, UK urged
Britain's official figures for carbon emissions vastly understate its contribution to climate change, a report concludes.
Cutting oil sands GHGs to cost $1/barrel: group
The oil sands could be brought into compliance with Kyoto emissions-cutting targets at a cost of about $1 per barrel of oil produced, a Commons committee was told Tuesday.
Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Rare zoo-born rhino returns to land of ancestors 
A rare Sumatran rhinoceros, the first born in captivity in more than 100 years, arrived in the country of his ancestors on Tuesday as part of an international breeding programme. 


Island hedgehog cull is suspended
The board of Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has decided to suspend its cull of hedgehogs in the Western Isles.
Number One Milk Company Says No to Clones
The nation's biggest milk company, Dean Foods, said Thursday it will refuse milk from cloned cows. The Food and Drug Administration gave preliminary approval to meat and milk from cloned animals and could grant final approval by the end of the year.
Chimps Using Spears to Hunt Bushbabies
Researchers have witnessed a chimpanzee skewering a lemur-like creature for supper, but it's unclear whether the spectacle was a bit of luck or an indication that chimps have a more advanced ability to hunt than was thought.

New Zealand Fishermen Catch Rare Squid
A fishing crew has caught a colossal squid that could weigh a half-ton and prove to be the biggest specimen ever landed, a fisheries official said Thursday.

Carbon Offsets Do Not 'Harm Environment'
The allegations that carbon offsets harm the environment, heard yesterday by the Parliamentary Environmental Audit Committee, and made by organizations including FERN (Forests and the European Resource Network) and the environmental think tank, Corner House, are ill thought out and jeopardize years of work to protect against the loss of critically endangered habitat and the effects of climate change.

Communities

Scientists improve method for TB vaccine production 
Scientists have developed a new technique for preserving and transporting the most commonly used vaccine against tuberculosis, improving delivery in resource-poor settings. 

Riding The Winds Of Change
The Inuit have spent thousands of years working and living in the Arctic. However, climate change is forcing them to change the traditional way of doing things. Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council grantee Barry Smit says the Inuit are sometimes not being given the tools they need to make the correct decisions for their lifestyles.

Energy Performance Certificates: a green bill of health
The average household in the UK creates about six tonnes of carbon dioxide every year, chiefly from the fuels that we burn - coal, oil and gas - and through routine activities like cooking, washing and keeping our homes warm.

Business & CERG
CSR Watch: Doing The Right Thing -- Social News Sites Hold Companies Accountable
Internet sites like Digg, Netscape and Newsvine have changed the way people find news stories. But now the technology is being harnessed to do much more.

DoTheRightThing.com is a community-driven site that collects information about the social impact of a company’s behavior. The site provides consumers and employees alike the tools to rate a company’s social impact.

Office Buzz: Romance at Work on the Rise
The number of workers caught canoodling at work has skyrocketed over the past year, according to new research. Four out of 10 U.S. workers admit to being involved with another colleague at some point, according to a new survey by Spherion, a Fort Lauderdale, Fla.-based employment firm, and Harris Interactive. A separate survey by Vault, a New York-based career publishing company, found that 17 percent of workers have actually been caught trysting on the job -- up from just 2 percent last year.

Barclays taps into demand for global carbon market
Barclays Capital is to launch what it says is the first global investment tool to tap investors' growing appetite for exposure to trading in greenhouse gases.
Business calls for global predictable framework
The Global Roundtable on Climate Change, a coalition of leaders of several large corporations, has urged politicians to take urgent world-wide action to fight climate change.

International Group Sets Plan To Curb Global Warming
More than 100 corporate heads, international organizations and experts set out a plan on Tuesday to cut greenhouse gas emissions, calling on governments to act urgently against global warming.
Duke Balancing Demand Vs. Global Warming
Jim Rogers wants to do something about global warming. But the chief executive of Duke Energy Corp. also has a growing customer base that needs power now, and he says that means building more coal-fired plants.
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