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Weekly News Update
22 – 29th January, 2007

News

Hobbit' human 'is a new species' 
The skeletal remains of human "Hobbits" found in Indonesia belong to a new branch of our family tree, a study says. 

Sustainable Resource Management

Selective logging can lessen effect of climate change

UK regulator calls for Renewable Obligation overhaul
The UK's electricity market regulator, Ofgem, has called for the government's support mechanism for renewable power to be scrapped because it says it is too expensive. 
Forest sector and NGOs warn over unchecked biofuels growth
Increasing demands are being placed on forests worldwide as competition between traditional wood-use sectors and bio-energy heats up, NGOs and industry warn.

Report paints rosy picture for renewables
Renewable energy can deliver half of the world's primary energy needs by 2050, according to a report produced by the European Renewable Energy Council and Greenpeace.
Foreign organisations interfering with farming technologies 
Efforts by western multibillion organisations to introduce new agricultural technologies in Africa are putting the continent under threat. 
Brazil nuts’ path to preservation
Help is at hand for the Amazon rainforest and Brazil's poverty-stricken rural people - courtesy of the country's famous native nut. Brazil nuts are a valuable food source with a huge market in Europe and North America: up to 7,000 tonne of unshelled nuts and 20,000 tonnes of shelled nuts are shipped every year. 

Climate Change
Bush calls climate change a 'serious challenge' 
In his State of the Union Address Tuesday night, President Bush called climate change a "serious challenge" that needs to be met by reducing fossil fuel emissions. The president asked Americans to reduce their gasoline use by 20 percent over the next decade and called for increases in automobile fuel efficiency standards and use of alternative energy. 


Greenhouse design 
How an American carbon-trading system should work
European Climate Policy Overview document
This paper is intended to give a detailed overview of the EC climate and energy policy, including the details of all relevant legislation and policy documents adopted at the European level to curb global warming.
Could corporate America take the lead on climate change?
A new alliance of NGOs and major US corporations has launched an appeal for mandatory action to reduce greenhouse gases, putting pressure on President George W. Bush on the eve of his State of the Union address.
 

Experts split over climate danger to Antarctica 
Serious disagreement has broken out among scientists over a United Nations climate report's contention that the world's greatest wilderness - Antarctica - will be largely unaffected by rising world temperatures. 

US must win the war on climate change, says Charles 
The world is looking to America for leadership in the fight against climate change, Prince Charles said today, as he accepted an award for his work for the environment. 
Global warming: Top scientists meet in Paris
The world's top climate experts were geared for a four-day meeting beginning Monday in Paris where they are set to launch a long-awaited update about the scientific evidence for global warming.

Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Endangered gorillas eaten by rebel troops in Congo.

The taste for live fish is decimating endangered species, study shows 
The rising demand for live reef fish by seafood- hungry diners in greater China has for the first time been shown to have decimated endangered species around Asia, a study released Wednesday said. 

Japan Summit Aims to Save Tuna Stocks 
Nothing highlights Japan's insatiable hunger for tuna like the fish aisle at a supermarket - brick-size chucks of savory red meat, trays of delicately sliced sashimi and shelf-loads of sushi rolls. 

Japanese marine park captures rare shark on film 
A species of shark rarely seen alive because its natural habitat is 600 meters (2,000 ft) or more under the sea was captured on film by staff at a Japanese marine park this week. 


Aboriginals admit their hunting may be part of Arctic caribou decline 
Northern aboriginals are acknowledging that how they hunt could be contributing to the rapid decline of the caribou herds central to the soul of the Arctic. 


Mission begins to save hairy red ant from extinction 
Scientists are to begin an ambitious project to save from the brink of extinction one of Britain's most endangered species: the red-barbed ant. Until 10 years ago the hairy-backed ant was found in nests across Surrey's heathland, but with the habitat becoming overgrown their numbers plummeted. Only one nest, which is all-female, remains on the British mainland. 

New maps reveal causes of Amazon deforestation 
Brazil's National Statistics Office (IBGE) released a set of maps showing how farmers are converting the Amazon rainforest into cattle pasture and soybean farms. 

Communities

Scientists say drilling caused Indonesian mud flow
British-based scientists say gas drilling caused a major mud eruption in Indonesia, an accusation denied by the country's welfare minister.
Cheap, easy trick for rural Nepal against earthquakes
Nepalese engineers have unveiled a cheap and easy method to protect rural houses, in preparation for Nepal's expected earthquake.

'Food miles' campaigns bad for Africa's development
Limiting imports of vegetables from Africa will not reduce UK carbon emissions by much but could harm Africa's development, say researchers.
Uganda: 'Donor Aid Shouldn't Be Tagged to Politics' 
Professor Jeffrey Sachs is the Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, a top adviser to the United Nations Millennium Development Project and author of Make Poverty History, an international bestseller. On a recent visit to Uganda, he said that if the country did not drastically step up its development efforts, it would not achieve the Millennium Development Goals. After his speech, he offered these thoughts to Sunday Monitor's Ben Simon.
Business & CERG
Ford Unveils Rechargeable, Hydrogen-Powered Car 
Ford Motor Co. on Tuesday unveiled a first-of-its kind test car powered by a combination of compressed hydrogen and a "plug-in" battery pack that can be recharged with a standard home electric cord. 

Global Environment Fund Gives Money to Dirty Fuel 
The world's biggest fund for environmental projects is investing for the first time in a non-renewable, polluting fuel -- coal -- in what it says is a new pragmatic approach to the energy needs of the developing world. 

Exxon Mobil greens up its act
On issues ranging from global warming to corporate governance to gay rights, Exxon Mobil used to ignore detractors - or thumb its nose at them.

The Materiality Report: Aligning Strategy, Performance, and Reporting 
Provides a toolkit for managers to work out which environmental and social issues are material to their underlying performance, and encourages businesses to focus on these issues in their public reporting.

Big Shell Iran deal could bring U.S. sanctions
A preliminary multibillion-dollar deal to develop a giant Iranian natural gas field signed by Royal Dutch Shell would likely trigger a review by U.S. officials to see if it requires sanctions, a State Department official said on Monday.

The Growth of Green Business
While businesses may be tempted to adopt environmentally friendly practices for benevolent reasons-sustaining the environment, promoting community goodwill-the big incentive is the extra green it puts in their wallets.

Labour targets airlines over carbon emissions 
Minister warns companies he says are not taking climate change seriously. The government has launched an outspoken attack on major airlines for refusing to take climate change seriously, branding Ryanair "the irresponsible face of capitalism" and describing the attitude of major American airlines "a disgrace”. Environment minister Ian Pearson also warned that British Airways was "only just about playing ball" in the fight to reduce carbon emissions.
BT extends massive clean energy purchase
BT Group, Britain's leading telecommunications company, is to prolong its ground-breaking contract to use clean energy to 2010. 
Woman gets 75,000 bank statements
An Aberdeen woman who asked for her bank statement was sent details of 75,000 other customers.
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